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March. 1,1880, Congressman Weaver rose to
make a "parliamentary inquiry". After con-
siderable controversy with the Speaker and
other members, he mentioned the cartoon by
Nast, ua gross misrepresentation", showing
the Speaker with his back toward him. Mr.
Garfield asked which figure represented Mr.
Weaver, who replied: "The large figure with
the long ears, of course, represents me. You
know that the ass in the Bible saw the angel
before Balaam, his rider, saw him."115

Finally at the beginning of April it became
apparent that the long struggle would soon
end. Eumors that recognition would be given
the first Monday of the month became current,
evidently emanating from the Speaker himself.
Then a new problem appeared as under the
rules a yea and nay vote could not be secured
unless demanded by one-fifth vote of the mem-
bers. There were but thirteen of the National
party so that assistance was necessary to ob-
tain a vote after recognition had been conceded
by the Speaker. In this emergency Mr. Weaver
and his associates appealed to Mr. Garfield to
help in obtaining a yea and nay vote. They
pointed out that the Republicans were already
on record against the propositions contained in
the resolutions, while the Democrats at home
usually favored the propositions, but always
avoided being put on record in regard to them.